
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/649,461 



08/25/2000 



Rick L. Allison 



1322/51 



7020 



25297 7590 04/28/2006 

JENKINS, WILSON, TAYLOR & HUNT, P. A. 
3100 TOWER BLVD 
SUITE 1200 
DURHAM, NC 27707 



EXAMINER 



SHARMA, SUJATHA R 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2618 



DATE MAILED: 04/28/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application/Control Number: 09/649,461 
Art Unit: 2684 



Page 2 



REPLY BRIEF NOTED 



The reply brief filed 4/17/06has been entered and considered. The application has been 
forwarded to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sujatha Sharma whose telephone number is 571-272-7886. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7.30am - 4.00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew D. Anderson can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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